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BOROUGH  OR  BECCLES 


A:\HUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  1955 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Beccles 

Borough  Council. 

Your  Worship,  Mrs.  Taylor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for 
1955^  during  which  year,  on  14th  March,  I became  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  year  was  marked  by  several  items  of  importance  - 

(1)  The  birth  rate  fell  considerably  and  is  now  the  lowest 
for  some  years. 

(2)  No  serious  infectious  disease  occurred. 

(3)  The  problem  of  the  bathing  pool  was  investigated  and 
permanent  closure  recommended  to  the  Council, 

(4)  Prom  21st  March,  1955^  milk  sold  in  the  Beccles 
district  must  be  sterilised  or  pasteurised  or  tuberculin 
tested,  and  only  these  types  can  be  sold. 

The  information  in  this  report  on  food  premises,  shops, 
factories  and  housing  is  compiled  by  your  Saiiitary  Inspector 
to  whom  I am  indebted. 


I Iiave  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


P.  G.  CANNON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres) 

2,017 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 

population  (mid  1955) 

7,130 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses 

2,880 

Rateable  value 

£43,888. 

Product  of  penny  rate 

• 

1 — 1 

• 

CVJ 

CO 

rH 

4d. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Mai  es 

Females 

Total 

Live  births 

37 

CO 

75 

( Illegitimate) 

(1) 

(1) 

(2) 

Illegitimacy  Rate 

tz 

26.7 

Illegitimacy  rate 

46  per  1, 

(England  and  Wales) 

000 

live  births. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

- 

10.5 

Adjusted  birth  rate 

ts 

11.2  (comparability 

factor  1.07) 

Birth  rate  (Sngland  end  17ales) 

sr 

15.0 

Males 

Femal  es 

Total 

Still  births 

1 

1 

(Illegitimate) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000 
total  births  (live  and  still) 

s 

13.2 

Still  birth  rate 
(England  and  Wales) 

S 

23.1 

Maternal  Mortality 

- 

Nil 

Infantile  Mortality 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 

of  age 

2 

— 

2 

( Illegitiraat  e) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Infantile  mortality  rate 

26.7 

Infantile  mortality  rate 
(England  and  Wales) 

— 

24.9 

Causes  of  Infant  Deaths 

(1)  Male  of  4 days  of  age  in  Jenny  Lind  Hospital  from 

bilater^  pneumonia. 

(2)  Male  of  30  minutes  after  birth,  due  to  prematurity 

and  partial  atelectasis  of  the  lungs. 
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Male  Female 


Total 


Deaths  - all  ages  49  58 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population  - I5.O 


107 


Adjusted  death  rate 

Death  rate 
(England  and  Wales) 


= 11.7  (comparability 

factor  0.78) 

= 11.7 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tetanus 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

3 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

2 

4 

6 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

7 

9 

16 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

9 

5 

14 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

2 

2 

Other  heart  disease 

13 

20 

33 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

1 

2 

Influenza 

- 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

4 

- 

4 

Broncliltis 

1 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

- 

2 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

- 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

5 

5 

10 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents 

— 

1 

1 

Suicide 

- 

1 

1 

49 

58 

107 

Note  on  Causes  of  Death 


Tetanus  In  a man  of  jG  who  had  senile  myocardial 
degeneration  also,  a minor  injury  to  a finger  resulted 
in  tetanus,  v/ith  resultant  cardiac  failure,  24  days 
later. 

Influenza  The  tv\/o  cases  were  aged  82  and  93 ^ and  had 
heart  failure  also. 

Bronchitis  This  caused  death  in  a man  of  72  who  also 
had  myocardial  degeneration. 


Motor  vehicle  accident  The  one  death  was  in  a woman 
of  73  struck  by  a motor  cycle  ~ a fractured  shull 
and  intracranial  haemorrhage  caused  death. 


Accident  This  v;as  a fall  in  a woman  of  88,  which 
fractured  her  femur,  and  by  recumbency  caused  her 
to  develop  bronchopneumonia. 


Suicide  This  was  in  a female  of  33  hy  carbon 

monoxide  poisoning  due  to  inhalation  of  coal  gas. 
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Comparative  Statistics 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

mA 

Population 

6862 

6829 

6903 

6965 

7050 

7130 

No.  of  inhabited  houses 

2362 

2860 

2927 

2520 

2850 

2880 

No.  of  live  births 

78 

99 

99 

95 

75 

Birth  rate  (crude) 

11.6 

11.4 

14.3 

14.2 

13-5 

10.5 

No*  of  still  births 

4 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Maternal  mortality 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Infantile  mortality 

rat  e 

25.3 

12.8 

30.3 

0 

10.5 

26.7 

(No.  of  deaths) 

(2) 

(1) 

(3) 

(1) 

(2) 

No.  of  deaths  (all  a 

ges) 

88 

108 

92 

82 

103 

107 

Death  rate  (crude) 

12.9 

15.8 

13.4 

11.7 

14.6 

15.0 

Note: 


(1)  The  low  birth  rate  this  year. 

(2)  The  still  birth  rate  remains  the  same  as  last  year, 

at  a lo^v  level.  The  cause  of  still  birth  is  usually 
difficult  or  abnormsJL  labour,  and  the  prevention 
is  by  adequate  ante- natal  care. 

(3)  The  maternal  mortality  is  very  satisfactory. 

(4)  Though  the  infant  death  rate  is  twice  last  year’s 

figure,  yet  it  is  on  a level  with  that  for 
England  and  "ales. 

(5)  The  death  rate  is  the  same  as  the  national  figure. 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


were 


The  following  confirmed  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  during  the  year:- 

Male  Female  Total 


7ho oping  Cough 
Measles 


448 

4 3 7 


8 


15 


Note  on  Infectious  Disease; 


Whooping  Cough  The  cases  notified  were  all  in  the  second 

quarter  of  the  year. 

Measles  Five  of  the  seven  cases  were  in  the  second 

quarter,  one  case  was  in  the  third  and  one 
in  the  fourth  quarter. 

BATKINS  POOL  AND  RELATED  HISTORY 


In  Beccles,  from  I923  to  1929 > one  or  more  cases  of 
Paratyphoid  Fever  were  diagnosed  each  year.  There  were  21 
cases  in  these  seven  years,  the  largest  number  - seven  - 
being  reported  in  1925*  From  I93O  to  1938  inclusive,  there 
was  only  one  infection  and  that  was  contracted  outside  the 
area.  From  1939  ’t^o  1945  there  were  9 cases  with  no  year 
free  of  infection. 
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AXl  cases  were  diagnosed  each  year  on  dates  between 
July  8th  and  September  20th.  On  January  11th,  1945>  ^ 
sample  of  water  from  the  Bathing  Pool  contained  Salmonella 
paratyphi  B.  The  next  iDositive  sample  vms  on  September  10th, 
1945  and  a third  positive  sample  was  obtained  on  October 
3rd  1945* 

Samples  of  February  13th  and  20th  and  April  lytli  and 
May  13th,  1946  were  all  positive  for  paratyphoid  organisms. 

Also  found  in  various  samples  were  different  types  of 
Salmonella  organisms  ( typhiraurium,  tennessee,  bredeney) . 

Two  paratyphoid  carriers  were  discovered  in  I946  in 
premises  with  drainage  discharging  directly  into  the  river 
near  the  Bathing  Pool.  The  drain  was  sealed  off.  Since  then 
the  organism  has  not  been  isolated  from  the  river  and  there 
have  been  no  further  notified  oases. 

Always  the  pool  water  shows  a high  count  of  faecal 
organisms,  indicative  of  sewage  pollution. 

The  above  details  were  sufficient  to  recommend  permanent 
closure  of  the  Pool. 

NOTE  ON  DIPHTHERIA  IIiMUNISATION 


The  following  are  the  figures  for  Beccles  Borough. 

During  1955^  55  primary  immunisations  were  carried  out 
at  the  child  welfare  clinic  and  by  the  general  practitioners. 

The  ages  of  the  children  immunised  are  as  follows ;~ 


Chil  dren 

born 

in  1955 

12 

were 

immunis  ed 

11 

II 

" 1954 

27 

!l 

II 

M 

II 

" 1953 

- 0 

II 

II 

II 

II 

" 1952 

4 

II 

II 

II 

II 

" 1949 

2 

II 

If 

II 

It 

" 1948 

1 

was 

immunis  ed 

It 

tr 

" 1945 

1 

II 

II 

During  the  same  year,  I3I  booster  doses  were  given. 

During  1954^  93  children  had  primary  immunisations. 

Each  child  should  be  immunised  against  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough  (combined  injection)  commencing  at  age  3-4 
months  by  tliree  injections,  one  at  monthly  intervals.  There 
is  little  or  no  upset  to  the  child. 

In  England  and  Tales,  I6I  cases  of  diphtheria 
(provisional  number)  occurred  in  1955.  0^  these,  11  died, 

hence  the  importance  of  immunisation. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Males 

Pulm.  Non- 
PuTra, 

Females 
Pulm.  Non- 
Pulm, 

No.  of  cases  on  Register 
at  31.12.34. 

19 

6 

6 

8 

No.  of  cases  added  during 
the  year 

— 

— 

No.  of  cases  removed 
during  the  year 

6 

4 

3 

5 

No.  of  cases  on  Register 
at  31.12.55. 

13 

2 

3 

3 

^otal 


39 


18 

21 


Cases  added  to  Register  - Nil 


Cases  removed  from  Register 


Recovered  - 6 
Died  - 3 
Removed  to  other  areas  - 9 


Total  18 


Note; 

The  improvement  here  is  only  an  apparent  one,  due  to 
investigation  into  each  case  on  the  Register. 

Cases  on  Register  according  to  age, at  31.12.55* 


Age  group 

5 - 14  years 

1 

case 

15  - 24  " 

1 

case 

25-44  " 

10 

cases 

45  - 64  " 

6 

cases 

65  or  over 

3 

cases 

Comparative  Figures  of  Tuberculosis, 

a c 31 . 

12.55. 

Population 

No.  of 

cases 

Cases  per 

Pulmonary 

Non-  TOTAL 

Pulmonary 

r,‘0"0"(3‘ 

population 

Blyth  R.D. 

19,350 

45 

12 

57 

2.9 

■■/ainford  R.  D. 

6,710 

10 

11 

21 

3-1 

Beccles  M.B. 

7,130 

16 

5 

21 

2.9 

Bungay  U.D. 

3,560 

20 

7 

27 

7.6 

Halesworth  U.D 

• 2,310 

14 

3 

17 

7.4 

Leiston  cum 
Sizewell  U.D. 

4,150 

16 

3 

19 

4.6 

Tuberculosis  Prevention 


For  some  years  it  has  been  stated  that  ive  sliall  soon 
eradicate  tuberculosis  - yet  the  number  of  cases  does  not 
decrease  over  the  years,  only  the  mortality  lessens. 
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Tuberculosis  is  a disease  \?ith  largely  no  symptoms  in 
the  early  stages  dlagnosable  only  on  X-ray  examination*  An 
ordinary  medical  examination  will  I'lO'l'  cllagnose  tuberculosis 
in  the  early  stages.  To  wait  until  symptoms  develop  is  to 
wait  too  long,  as  by  then  the  patient  is  infectious  and  has 
spread  the  disease.  Tuberculosis  then  must  be  sought  for 
and  our  main  weapon  is  the  X-ray  machine  used  in  mass 
radiography. 

In  Scandinavian  countries,  in  country  districts  and 
small  towns,  85-95^  oi*  the  people  over  15  years  of  age 
attend  for  X-ray  examination  when  it  is  offered  to  them. 

In  Britain,  if  we  are  lucky,  40^  of  adults  approximately 
will  attend. 

Again,  in  most  Scandinavian  countries,  it  is  compulsory 
for  certain  groups  of  workers  to  be  X-rayed  annually  - teachers, 
sailors,  food  workers  and  farm  workers. 


i7ith  each  mass  X-ray  survey  in  Britain,  the  hard  core  of 
disinterested  unenlightened  people,  escapes  examination. 

Enlightenment  is  slov/  to  dawn,  as  health  education 
passes  unnoticed  by  such  people.  It  would  appear  that  the 
only  solution  is  a compulsory  annual  X-ray  for  every  person 
in  Britain  over  the  age  of  I5  years,  if  we  are  to  eradicate 
tuberculosis. 


P,  C-.  CANNON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


August,  1956. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAH 

1953 


His  U OP  ship  ’bhe  i>'ia3''op,  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Health  Committee. 


Your  Worship,  Mr.  Chairman,  Councillor  Mrs.  Taylor,  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  present  my  seventh  Annual  Report 
since  my  appointment  in  May  I949. 

ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  I936 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 
Drainage,  Sanitary  Accommodation 

There  is  no  change  to  report  in  the  sewage  disposal  of 
the  Borough  during  the  year. 

Sewage  continues  to  gravitate  to  a well  on  the  Council's 
Marsh  Estate,  where  it  is  screened  and  pumped  to  a tower,  from 
which  it  gravitates  via  a series  of  lagoons  and  the  dj^ke  system 
of  the  marshes  into  the  River  Wavenej/-. 

Sedimentation  would  appear  to  be  reasonably  satisfactory 
due  to  the  distance  the  sewage  travels  in  the  lagoons  and  slow 
flowing  dykes,  but  no  attempt  is  made  to  oxidise  it.  The 
resudt  is  that  the  eventual  effluent  is  "flat”,  with  a high 
bio-chemical  oxygen  demand. 

The  system,  in  short,  falls  far  below  mod. ern  standards,  is 
out-moded  find  ina.dequate. 

The  Council  have  acquired  land  and  prepared  plans  for  the 
provision  of  a new  and  adequate  works,  but  the  "credit  squeeze" 
has  prevented  their  initiation. 

There  was  only  one  complaint  of  nuisance  from  the  sewage 
disposal  works  during  the  year,  but  one  feels  that  this  is 
due  more  to  the  Council's  good  fortune  in  having  a large 
marsh  estate  and  an  isolated  area  available  for  sewage 
disposal,  than  to  t.he  efficiency  of  the  works. 

Whilst  there  was  no  evidence  of  ill  health  caused  by  this 
system  of  sewage  disposal  during  the  year,  the  Council  have  a 
moral  responsibility  to  do  all  that  is  possible  to  maintain 
and  improve  the  condition  of  the  Broads. 

A major  improvement  effected  during  the  year  was  the 
provision  of  sewerage  and  drainage  to  almost  all  tlie  houses 
in  Darby  Road  and  Kemps  Lane.  For  man^?'  years,  these  properties 
have  been  reliant  on  well  water,  crude  or  non-existent  waste 
water  disposal  and  pail  closets.  Now,  the  houses,  numbering 
twenty,  have  sinks  and  internal  water  supplies,  and.  water  closets. 
This  is  a major  public  health  advance,  which  must  be  a source 
of  great  satisfaction  to  the  Council. 
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The  over-all  picture  in  the  Borough  is  that  all  houses 
are  provided  vdth  water-carriage  drainage  except  those  in 
Puddingmoor,  and  a few  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Borough  - 
a total  of  some  fifty-six  properties.  Plans  are  prepared 
for  sewering  Puddingmoor  hut  capitcd  restrictions  have 
prevented  the  starting  of  the  work.  In  the  remaining 
cases,  very  considerable  expenditure  would  be  needed  to 
provide  sewerage  for  relatively  small  numbers  of  dwellings. 

The  following  works  were  carried  out  in  connection  with 
drainage  and  sewerage  during  the  year;- 


Abolish  existing  pail  closet 
and  provide  water  closet 

- 20 

Provide  sink  and 

drainage 

- 20 

Un choke  drainage 

CvJ 

1 — 1 
I 

Repair  defective 

drainage 

- 19 

Refuse  Collection,  Storage  and  Disposal 

Refuse  collection  and  disieosal  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Borough  Engineer.  Collection  is  weekly;  disposal 
is  by  means  of  tipping  on  the  Council’s  Marsh  Estate. 

Notices  requiring  the  provision  of  dust  bins  were 
served  in  I7  instances. 

Abatement  of  Nuisances 

Smoke  Abatement 


The  Borough  is  fortunate  in  that  its  major  industries 
arc  not  excessivly  smoke  producing.  A temporary  nuisance 
due  to  the  excessive  emission  of  grit  from  one  factory 
chimney  was  abated  v?itli  the  co-operation  of  the  management. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  excessive  emission  of  smoke  from 
another  premises  has  been  abated  by  the  installation  of 
oil  fired  heating.  At  a third  factory  negotiations 
about  steps  to  abate  the  smoke  nuisance  are  in  progress. 

It  must  be  recorded  with  regret  that  the  most  serious 
pollution  of  the  atmosphere  in  the  Borough  originates  from 
a nationalised  industry  - British  Railvjays.  Efforts  to  maintain 
the  priceless  legacy  of  clean  air  in  tiie  Borough,  are  to  a 
large  extent  negatived  by  the  clouds  of  smoke  and  grit 
emitted  by  engines  in  the  Beccles  Station  and  the  sidings 
adjoining.  The  Council  have  no  control  over  this  nuisance. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  reputed  awareness  of  British 
Railways  of  the  importance  of  the  problem  and  their  expressed 
determination  to  plaj^  their  part  in  the  campaign  for  Clean  Air 
which  public  opinion  is  demanding  will  hcive  their  effect. 

Insect  Pests 
Mosquitoes 

The  Borough  is  rougiily  bisected  by  an  uncovered  storm 
water  dyke,  and  virtually  surrounded  by  marsh-land  which, 
in  suitable  conditions  of  climate  provide  ideal  breeding 
grounds  for  mosquitoes. 
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Regular  epraylng  with  larvicides  and  insecticides  is 
undertaken  in  an  effort  to  lessen  nuisance,  hut  its  complete 
elimination  would  indeed  be  a monumental  task. 

Flies 


The  fly  problem  is  taken  very  seriously  in  the  Borough* 

The  Council *s  refuse  dump  is  regularly  sprayed  with  Insecticide 
and  it  has  been  possible  to  limit  the  fly  nuisance  from  this 
source . 

Slaughterhouses  unless  properly  controlled  and  regularly 
sprayed  are  of  course  a potential  menace  in  this  way,  both  by 
the  contamination  of  the  meat  they  produce,  aid  the  food  in 
adjoining  households.  The  managements  of  the  three  slaughter- 
houses in  the  Borough  liave  responded  well  to  promptings  about 
the  importance  of  speedily  removing  trade  waste  and  diseased 
meat.  As  ai  additional  measure  the  premises  are  regularly 
sprayed  with  insecticide  by  the  Council’s  employee  at  the 
expense  of  the  ov/ners. 

Verminous  Persons  and  Premises 

The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  of  dwelling  houses 
throughout  the  Borough  is  a revelation  to  those  accustomed 
to  standards  in  some  parts  of  industrial  areas.  Quite 
literally  in  the  writer’s  seven  years  experience  in  the 
Borough,  there  has  only  been  one  authenticated  case  of 
infestation  with  bed  bugs,  a change  indeed  from  some 
industrial  areas,  where  literally  whole  streets  of  houses 
are  so  infested. 

Y/ater  Supply 


The  water  supply  of  the  Borough  is  provided  from  the 
Barsham  Bore  by  the  Barsham  Joint  V/ater  Board  - a Committee 
consisting  of  representatives  of  the  Wainford  and  Lothingland 
Rural  Districts  and  the  Beccles  Borough  Council  and  supplying 
water  to  all  those  districts. 

Periodically  the  Council’s  former  water  works  at 
Puddingmoor  are  brought  into  use  to  maintain  them  in  a state 
of  preparedness. 

The  water  from  Barsham  has  of  course  been  regularly 
examined,  both  bacteriologically  and  chemically,  on  behalf 
of  the  Joint  Water  Board,  and  all  the  evidence  indicates  that 
the  water  is  adequate  and  in  every  sense  satisfactory.  A 
typical  Chemical  Analysis  report  is  appended  on  page  11. 

Specimens  have  also  been  submitted  from  Puddingmoor. 

The  summary  of  a report  of  a sample  submitted  to  Messrs. 
Lincolne,  Sutton  and  Wood  of  Norwich  on  19th  April,  1955 
is  typical 

"This  water  is  of  veiy  good  organic  quality,  and  the 
Chemical  Analysis  shows  no  sign  of  pollution.  The  appearance, 
odour  and  taste  were  satisfactory  and  in  our  opinion,  this 
water  is  fit  for  drinking  purposes”. 

Seven  specimens  of  water  were  submitted  from  the  Borough 
for  bacteriological  examination  as  routine  checks  and  were 
found  to  be  beyond  reproach. 

In  the  great  majority  of  cases,  houses  and  other  premises 
in  the  Borough  are  supplied  with  piped  water,  there  being  some 
23  properties  not  so  provided.  They  are  on  the  outskirts  of 
the  Borough  where  inaccessability  of  mains  or  levels  would 
cause  a great  expense  for  a limited  result. 
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LINCOLNE  SUTTON  AND  WOOD 


Cert.  No.  749 
Lab.  No.  2722 /W 


CLAP-ENCE  HOUSE,  6,  CLARENCE  ROAD, 
NORWICH. 

29  th  November,  1955  • 


CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS 


Nature  of  Sample  - Raw  V/ater 

Received  12th  November,  1955  from  Barsham  Bores  Joint  Water 

Committee. 


Marked  Barsliam  Bore. 

( Physical  Examination 


Colour;  Slightly  yellow. 

Appearance:  Opalescent,  yellow.  Rusty  deposit  on  standing. 

Taste:  Satisfactory. 

Odour:  Nil. 


(b)  G-eneral  Chemical  Examination. 

pH 

Free  Carbon  dioxide  as  CO2 
Ammoniacal  nitrogen,  as  N. 
Albuminoid  nitrogen,  as  N. 
Nitrate  nitrogen,  as  N. 

Nitrite  nitrogen,  as  N. 

Total  Hardness  (E. D.T. A. method) 


( c) 


Parts  per  million 

7.3 

0.06 

0.04 

nil. 

Practically  nil. 


as  CaCO^ 

310 

Carbonate  (temporary)  htirdness 

245 

Non-carbonate  (permanent)  hardness 

65 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 

0.52 

Alkalinity  as  CaCOj 
Total  dissolved  solids 

245 

450 

Mineral  Analysis 

Calcium,  as  Ca 

115 

Magnesium,  as  Mg 

7 

Sodium,  as  Na 

35 

Carbonate,  as  CO^ 
Cliloride,  as  Cl 

147 

r 

Sulphate,  as  SO4 

65 

Nitrate,  as  NO^ 
Iron,  as  Fe 

nil 

3.0 

Fluoride,  as  F 

0.15 

This  v/ater  is  of  good  organic  quality, 

and  the  chemical 

analysis  shows  no  sign  of  pollution.  It  is'  probable  tliat  part 
at  least  of  the  oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  is  due  to 
reaction  ?/ith  ferrous  iron. 


The  water  is  hard,  the  total  hardness  approximating  to 
22°  Clark  and  about  17°  of  this  is  temporarjr.  The  free  carbonic 
acid  is  relatively  low  so  that  the  reaction  of  the  v/ater  is  on 
the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality.  It  would  thus  not  bo  expected 
to  exert  any  serious  corrosive  action  on  metals.  The  salinity 
of  the  water  is  reasonably  low. 

The  iron  content  of  the  water  is  high  and  is  responsible 
both  for  the  rusty  deposit  that  forms  on  standing  and  for  the 
slight  yellow  tinge  that  is  left.  If  this  wa.ter  is  to  bo  used 
for  drinking  purposes  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  iron  to  be 
removed  from  it. 
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The  fluorine  content  of  this  water  is  of  the  same  order 
as  that  of  most  East  Anglian  waters  derived  from  the  chalJc* 

With  the  reservation  made  above  concerning  the  iro.n  content, 
it  is  our  opinion  that  this  water  is  suitable  for  drinking  and 
general  purposes* 

LINCOLNE  SUTTON  AND  WOOD* 

Note:  It  should  be  emphasised  that  the  above  report  refers 

to  a specimen  of  raw  water,  taken  before  treatment  of  any  kind* 
Steps  are,  of  course,  taken  to  reduce  the  high  iron  content 
referred  to. 

Bathing  Pool 


The  Council's  Bathing  Pool  in  Puddingmoor  has  been 
exhaustively  discussed  in  the  Council  Chamber,  the  Local 
Press  and  elsewhere. 

The  Pool  is  a fenced  off  area  of  the  River  Waveney; 
the  water  in  it,  like  the  rest  of  the  water  of  the  Waveney, 
or  indeed  any  other  river,  is  subject  to  pollution,  excremental 
and  other.  As  a river  water,  it  is  relatively  clean;  as  a 
water  for  swimming  purposes,  there  must  be  Tun  element  of  risk 
to  health,  for  s\?immlng,  particularly  with  children,  must 
involve  the  ingestion  of  water.  Only  a water  fit  for 
drinking  purposes  is  completely  safe  for  swimming  in,  and 
surely  not  oven  the  most  enthusiastic  advocate  of  tie 
existing  Swimming  Pool  would  pretend  that  the  wa,ter  in  it 
is  safe  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  Council  felt  constrained  to  open  the  Pool  during 
the  year,  preferring  the  risk  of  infection  from  the  Pool  to 
the  risk  of  accident  if  children  bathed  in  unsupervised  parts 
of  the  river.  The  Medical  Officer  was  authorised  to  close  the 
Pool  if  dangerous  pathogenic  organisms  were  at  any  time  detected. 

Every  possible  step  to  determine  whether  the  Pool  became 
so  infected  was  taken  throughout  the  time  that  it  was  open. 
Twenty-four  swabs  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion, after  immersion  in  the  Pool  or  other  parts  of  the  riven 
Salmonella  or  dysenteric  organisms  were  not  fouid  . Simultaneously 
a specimen  of  vjater  was  submitted  for  faecal  coli  estimation. 
There  was  invariably  evidence  of  faecal  pollution. 

HOUSINC  ACT,  1936 

Since  the  war,  the  Council  have  tackled  this  responsibility 
for  the  provision  of  new  houses  with  great  zest,  and  no  fewer 
than  633  Council  houses  have  been  built  - rouglily  one  for 
every  eleven  members  of  the  population. 

No  new  house  building  was  undertaken  during  1955< 
opinion  being  that  there  was  a danger  of  the  Borough  having 
a disproportionate  number  of  Council  houses,  subsidised  at 
considerable  e;j^ense  by  a relatively  small  population.  The 
fear  has  also  been  expressed  that  with  Council  house  rents 
rising  as  they  must  inevitably  rise,  they  might  bo  beyond 
the  means  of  the  people  for  whom  they  were  primarily  intended, 
and  that  in  the  event  of  a trade  recession,  or  even  a return 
to  more  normal  conditions.  Council  houses  might  stand  empty 
for  want  of  tenants  who  could  afford  the  rent. 
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Such  considerations  are  outside  the  scope  of  a Heport 
on  the  Public  Health  of  the  Borough,  but  viewed  entirely  from 
that  point  of  view  it  is  regrettable  that  the  effort  to  improve 
the  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  Borough  Ims  Iialted, 
particularly  as  this  is  co-incidental  with  a drive  by  the 
Government  to  demolish  insanitary  properties.  The  cost  of 
providing  new  houses  may  indeed  be  high,  but  the  social  cost 
of  bad  housing  conditions,  be  it  the  psychological  result  of 
the  strain  of  shared  accommodation  or  the  physical  result 
of  overcrowded  or  unhealthy  living  conditions  is  hard  to 
overstate.  Good  housing  is  indeed  a foundation  stone  of 
a healthy  community,  and  efforts  to  improve  it  should  not 
be  abandoned  without  very  earnest  consideration  of  the 
consequences. 

The  Repair  of  Existing  Houses 

The  securing  of  the  repair  of  unfit  houses  continues  to 
be  fraught  with  difficulty,  due  of  course  to  the  tied  rents 
of  houses  at  their  pre-war  level  as  contrasted  with  the 
continually  soaring  cost  of  repairs. 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rent  Act  1954  permitted  owners 
to  increase  rents,  subject  to  the  property  first  being  brouglit 
into  a thorouglily  habitable  condition, and  to  certain  sums  of 
money  having  been  expended  on  repair  within  given  periods. 
Unless  there  has  been  a number  of  adjustments  of  rent  by 
agreement  between  landlord  and  tenant  (which  was  the 
Government’s  hope),  these  safeguards  rightly  imposed  have 
left  the  position  locally  very  much  as  before,  for  the 
intervention  of  the  Council  was  not  sought  once  during  the 
year. 

The  position  of  the  Council’s  Public  Health  Department 
staff  remains  very  difficult.  The  obligation  of  a landlord 
to  keep  property  in  a fit  state  for  human  habitation  of 
course  remains,  as  does  the  responsibility  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  to  take  steps  to  secure  the  righting  of 
such  conditions  when  found  by  complaint  or  routine  inspection. 
Owners  of  property  would  be  less  than  human  if  they  did  not 
object  strongly  to  requests  to  carry  out  extensive  works  on 
property  with  a rent  fixed  at  six  or  seven  shillings  a week  - 
a by  no  means  uncommon  state  of  affairs  in  ‘idle  Borough. 

Responsibility  is  sometimes  put  upon  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  for  conditions  which  are  none  of  his  making  and  which 
he  is  powerless  to  influence,  and  when  complaints  of  the 
unreasonableness  of  his  actions  are  made  by  landlord  or 
tenant  (or  both),  the  impossibility  of  pleasing  both  sides 
should  be  borne  in  mind. 

During  the  year,  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  32 
houses  requiring  the  execution  of  works  under  the  provisions 
of  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act  1936. 

The  Improvement  of  Existing  Houses 
(Housing  Act  I949 ) 

Regret  was  expressed  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1954  that 
the  Council  had  not  implemented  the  provision  of  the  Housing 
Act  1949  relating  to  Improvement  Grants. 

The  Council  re-considered  the  question  during  the  year, 
and,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council's  Public  Health  Staff, 
Improvement  Grants  are  now  made  in  suitable  cases.  As  has 
been  pointed  out  on  numerous  occasions,  without  some  financial 
incentive,  the  majority  of  the  population  of  the  Borough,  and 
indeed  the  country,  could  hold  out  little  hope  of  ha.ving  such 
rudimentary  amenities  as  a bath  or  a continuous  supply  of 
hot  water. 

The  administrative  side  of  this  work  is  carried  out  by 
the  Borough  Engineer. 
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Applications  so  far  received  were  all  in  respect  of 
owner-occupied  houses,  which  would  appear  to  be  so  in 
the  majority  of  cases  throughout  the  country.  This  is  to 
be  regretted,  for  the  hope  of  the  G-overnment  was  undoubtedly 
that  owners  of  rented  property  would  be  encouraged  to  improve 
their  houses,  and  a gradual  improvement  of  housing  accommodation 
result.  It  is  apparent  ths.t  the  permitted  increase  of  rent  is 
not  considered  to  be  an  adequate  incentive,  and  that  generally 
speaking,  owners  are  not  willing  to  invest  further  in  what, 
rightly  or  v/rongly,  many  feel  to  be  a be.d  investment. 

Demolition  of  Unfit  Houses 
Housing  Repairs  and  ±lent  Act  1954 

This  Act  required  the  Council  to  submit  to  the  Minister 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  their  estimate  of  the  number 
of  unfit  properties  in  the  Borough,  and  their  proposals  for 
dealing  with  them  within  the  next  five  years. 

The  following  estimate  was  submitted  and  duly  approved 
by  the  Minister,  and  it  was  anticipated  that  it  would  be 
possible  to  deal  with  these  properties  within  three  years :~ 

Number  of  properties  to  be  dealt  with  under 
Section  11,  Housing  Act  193^ 

(Individual  Unfit  Houses)  - 64* 

Number  of  properties  to  be  dealt  with 
under  Section  25  (Clearance  or  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders)  - 9 

The  follov/ing  estimate  was  submitted  for  the  year 
beginning  1st  September,  1955’- 

Houses  to  be  demolished  under 
Section  11,  Housing  Act  I936 

(Individual  Unfit  Houses)  - 25 

Houses  to  be  dealt  with  under 
Part  III  Housing  Act  I936 

(Clearance  Areas)  - 7 

During  the  year  1955^  formal  Demolition  Orders  were 
made  in  respect  of  seven  houses,  while  a further  two  were 
demolished  as  a result  of  informal  action.  A shed  which  was 
found  to  be  used  for  human  habitation  ceased  to  be  used  for 
that  purpose  after  informal  action.  At  the  end  of  the  year, 
negotiations  v/ere  in  progress  with  a view  to  the  Council 
purchasing  three  areas  containing  a total  of  fourteen 
houses . 

The  position  since  the  war  is:- 

Houses  made  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders  - 42 

Demolished  as  a result  of  informal  action  - 4 

Negotiations  in  progress  for  purchase  - I4 


The  foregoing  statistical  summary  of  work  done  aixl  in 
progress  directed  towards  the  abolition  of  insanitary 
dwellings  gives  little  indication  of  the  complexity  of  the 
problem.  The  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  193^ 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954  ^.re  relatively  straight- 
forward (if  one  ignores  such  matters  as  the  conflicting 
case-law  and  consequently  the  impossibility  of  satisfactorily 
defining  the  term  "reasonable  expense"  in  relation  to  the 
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cost  of  repairs).  When  one  turns  tlieorj^  into  a practical 
attempt  at  social  betterment,  the  problems  are  immense# 

The  whole  pattern  of  housing  work  .has  changed  since 
pre-war  years.  Then,  generally  speaking,  owners  were  eager 
to  retain  property,  however  insanitary'',  and  seemingly  quite 
uneconomic  schemes  of  repair  and  improvement  were  submitted 
in  an  effort  to  stave  off  demolition.  Tenants  were  for  the 
most  part  eager  to  remove  to  nexv  dwellings. 

Now  the  picture  is  completely  reversed.  Owners  are 
often  not  displeased  to  see  the  back  of  property  wliich  lias 
become  an  economic  millstone,  while  tenants  enjoying  an 
artificially  pegged-down  rent,  are  worried  at  the  prospect 
of  their  rent  commitments  rising  in  some  cases  literally  by 
£1.  per  week.  One  cannot  deny  that  there  is  some  reasonableness 
in  the  argument  that  it  is  better  to  live  in  simpler  and 
accustomed  accommodation,  and  to  balance  tiie  budget,  rather 
than  to  enjoy  modern  amenities  at  the  expense  of  a nagging 
and  perpetual  anxiety  as  to  whether  the  rent  will  be 
forthcoming  at  the  end  of  the  week.  The  inevitable  rise 
in  Council  house  rents,  even  though  they  are  heavily 
subsidised  is  causing  not  only  economic  repercussions  on 
the  ratepayers  at  large  and  the  tenants,  but  it  threatens 
to  become  one  of  the  greatest  barriers  to  the  demolition 
of  unfit  houses  which  the  Council  are  seeking  to  carry  out. 

The  elderly  tenants  of  cottage  type  property,  who 
constitute  a considerable  proportion  of  the  occupants  of 
unfit  property,  are  a cause  for  concern.  Very  often,  they 
are  deeply  attached  to  their  houses,  however  insanitary 
and  inconvenient  they  may  appear  to  the  outsider.  The 
Council  have  provided  a number  of  bungalov/s  for  elderly 
persons,  but  the  distress  of  some  elderly  occupants  of 
unfit  houses  at  the  prospect  of  being  uprooted  is  nevertheless 
very  real. 

The  officers  will  loyally  carry  out  the  Council’s  wishes 
and  those  of  the  Government  that  Insanitary  properties  should 
be  abolished,  but  if  there  should  be  delay  in  securing  the 
vacation  and  demolition  of  condemned  property,  it  should  be 
remembered  that  the  only  alternative  is  a heartless, 
"steamroller"  policy,  ignoring  the  very  real  human  problems 
which  lie  behind  cold  statistics  and  the  legal  requirements 
of  the  Act. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAI'jIA&S  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 

Nation-Wide  control  of  anti-rodent  measures  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  Ministiy  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
a2id  Food,  who  pa;^'’  half  the  Council’s  expenses  in  this  work. 

One  rodent  operator  is  employed. 

The  anti-coagulant  Warfarin  has  revolutionised  this  work. 

It  has  eliminated  the  necessity  for  pre-baiting,  and  for 
surface  infestations  has  literally  proved  one  hundred  per 
cent  successful. 

It  has  the  serious  disadvantage  that  if  used  in  damp 
situations  such  as  sewers,  it  moulds  rapidly  and  becomes 
unpalatable.  It  has  therefore  been  necessary  in  sewer 
treatments  to  rely  on  the  outmoded  pre-baiting,  followed  by 
poisoning  v/ith  zinc  phosphide  or  arsenious  oxide. 


-15- 


It  has  been  felt  for  some  time  that  results  in  Beccles, 
following  the  methods  laid  down  by  the  Minis trj^  v/ere  not  as 
successful  as  might  be,  and  xvere  not  commensurate  v/ith  the 
efforts  involved.  In  an  effort  to  be  constructive  the  Council 
placed  its  sewerage  system  and  Health  Department  staff  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Ministry  for  such  field  research  as  they  may 
wish  to  undertake. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  results  during  1955  following 
treatments  which  were  a variation  of  the  old  methods,  were 
disappointing.  It  was  felt  that  the  ansx?er  might  be  to 
introduce  a raould-iniiibitor  with  Warfarin.  Such  a combination 
is  being  tried  out  at  the  time  of  preparation  of  this  Report 
(September  195^)  and  if  early  promise  is  maintained,  an 
important  step  in  the  control  of  rats  in  sewers  may  have  been 
initiated. 

FOOD  DRUGS  ACT  I938 
Slaughterhouses 


Following  de-control,  there  are  three  private  slaughter- 
houses in  the  Borough. 

Two  provide  meat  for  local  butchers’  shops  for 
consumption  in  the  district  and  liave  a limited  kill. 

The  third  are  sizeable  premises,  very  little  of  the  meat 
being  consumed  locally. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  haste  with  which  the  Government’s 
de-control  plans  were  thrust  on  Local  Author! ties  and  the 
meat  trade  in  the  previous  year,  and  uncertainty  about  the 
future  which  persisted  throughout  the  year,  the  structuraJ. 
condition  and  layout  of  the  premises  is  good.  The  three 
premises  have  been  maintained  and  run  in  a seemly  way. 

No  horse  slaughtering  is  carried  on  in  the  Borough. 

Meat  Inspection 

As  noted  in  last  year’s  Report,  pressure  of  meat 
inspection  compelled  the  Council,  with  effect  from  1st 
October  1954;  "to  employ  Captain  J.C.  Taj^’lor  M.R.C.V.S.  as 
a part-time  Meat  Inspector.  He  and  the  Council’s  Public 
Health  Inspector  have  been  responsible  for  meat  inspection 
on  alternate  weeks.  The  arrangement  has  worked  smoothly, 
and  it  has  been  possible  to  maintain  100^  inspection  of  all 
animals  slaughtered  in  the  Borough, 

Such  difficulties  as  have  arisen  have  been  personal 
rather  than  technical.  One  of  the  local  butchers  has  found 
it  convenient  to  do  most  of  his  slaughtering  in  the  evening. 
The  Caxton  Road  Slaughterhouse  sends  most  of  its  meat  to 
Smithfield  and  other  destinations  in  London,  and  Monday 
is  the  day  on  which  meat  is  most  in  demand.  The  result  is 
that  Saturday  aiid  Sunday  of  each  week  are  the  biggest  killing 
days.  This  combination  of  circumstances  results  in  slaughter- 
ing taking  place  at  all  hours,  seven  days  a week,  with  no 
clearly  defined  pattern  even  24  hours  ahead,  and  it  is  not 
without  difficulty  and  considerable  personal  inconvenience 
that  lOOfo  inspection  has  been  maintained. 

The  attention  of  the  Council  has  been  drawn  in  recent 
Annual  Reports  to  the  unfair  position  in  v/hich  the  ratepayers 
of  the  Borough  were  placed  by  having  to  bear  the  cost  of 
inspecting  meat  almost  all  of  which  was  consumed  elsewhere. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  progress  in  this  matter. 

The  Government  have  accepted  the  Report  of  the  Inter- 
departmental Committee  on  Slaughterhouses  which  recommended 
that  the  cost  of  meat  inspection  should  be  borne  by  the  Trade. 
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The  owner  of  the  slaughterhouse  most  concerned  has 
voluntarily  agreed  to  make  a contribution  towards  the 
Council’s  expenses  at  his  premises. 

Furthermore,  a statement  has  subsequently  been  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  to  the 
effect  that  the  Government  had  decided  to  offer  a contri- 
bution to  Local  Authorities  in  those  areas  where  much  of 
the  meat  inspected  is  not  for  local  consumption.  They 
recognised  that  in  such  cases,  the  cost  of  meat  inspection 
may  represent  an  unduly  heavy  burden  on  the  Local  Authority. 

Further  details  are  awaited,  but  in  the  meantime  it 
is  gratifying  to  know  'chat  the  unfairness  of  tlie  Council’s 
position  and  that  of  many  other  Local  Authorities  similarly 
placed  is  now  recognised,  and  that  some  easement  of  'the 
position  is  in  prospect. 

There  has  been  a diminution  in  the  slaughtering  of 
cattle  during  the  yean*  under  review,  but  an  increase  in 
pig  killing.  It  is  interesting  to  note  hoxv  in  the  past 
six  years,  slaughtering  in  the  Borough  has  consistently 
increased 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Zigs 

Total 

1950 

1,656 

1,707 

3,202 

299 

6,864 

1951 

1,665 

2,^9 

972 

6,769 

1952 

1,863 

1,682 

2,803 

2,^9 

y,  5^7 

1953 

1,514 

1,454 

3,570 

2,851 

9,388 

1954 

3,739 

270 

1,774 

3,769 

10,552 

1955 

2,713 

54 

57 

10,010 

12,834 

It  was  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  condemn  the 
following  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption:- 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2,713 

54 

57 

10,010 

Number  inspected 

2,713 

54 

57 

10,010 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcase 
condemned 
Carcases  of  which 
some  pa.rt  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

15 

3 

26 

1,360 

- 

- 

1,578 

50.68^0 

5-5i 

- 

l6,02fo 

Tuberculosis  only 

Yihole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  Of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

115 

1 

5 

643 

- 

- 

452 

27-94f» 

i.9fi 

- 

4.56^0 
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"Other  Poods"  Condemned 


It  was  found  necessary  to  condemn  the  following  other 
foods,  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption: 

Tini'ied  Q-oods  (No.  of  tins) 


heat  32 

Pruit  45 

milk  13 


Cheese  spread 
Cooked  beef 
Sweets 
Dripping 


5 lb. 
lb. 

84  boxes 
24  lb. 


Imported  meat  I50 


Sundry  other  small  items 


Disposal  of  Condemned  Pood 

All  condemned  meat  is  stained  green  and  used  after 
heat  treatment  for  aj.iimal  consumption  or  fertiliser, 

The  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  mentioned  before 
whereby  raw  diseased  meat  leaves  the  slaughterhouse  and  the 
sight  of  the  Council's  Officers  and  may  legally  subsequently 
be  sold  raw  as  dog  or  cat  meat,  continues.  There  is  every 
confidence  that  diseased  meat  from  the  Borough  is  heat 
treated  before  re-sale,  but  it  is  impossible  to  control 
it,  and  in  my  opinion,  heat  treatment  or  some  other  method 
of  rendering  the  meat  safe  before  it  leaves  the  slaughter- 
house should  be  obligatory. 

Other  condemned  food  was  burned  on  the  Council's  refuse 

dump. 

Pood  Preparing  Premises 

The  follov/ing  is  a record  of  food  preparj.ng  and 
handling  premises  in  the  Borough: - 


Crocers  35 
Creengrocers  11 
Bakers  10 
Butchers  I3 
Catering  Establishments  I7 


There  are  eight  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 
of  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  under  Section 
14  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  I938, 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made,  but  with  the  passing 
of  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  imminent  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  that  this  firmer 
legislation  will  enable  greater  progress  to  be  made  in 
future. 


loe  Cream 


There  is  one  manufacturer  of  ice  cream  in  the  Borough 
whose  premises  were  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

The  remainder  of  the  ice  cream  sold  is  pre-packed  and 
manufactured  elsewhere  by  one  or  other  of  the  large  firms 
retailing  this  product  nationally. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1937 

There  are  fiftir-one  factories  with  Mechanical  Power 
in  the  Borough,  and  one  ” non-power'*  factory. 

Notices  were  served  in  respect  of  contraventions  at 
two  factories,  and  at  a new  factory  wliich  opened  during 
the  year,  the  provision  of  adequate  sanitary  accommodation 
and  cloakroom  facilities  was  required. 

MILK  AND  dairies  REGULATIONS  1949  ETC. 

The  following  are  details  of  licences  issued  toy  the 
appropriate  authority  (Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food,  County  Council  or  Borough  Council)  which  were  in 
force  on  31st  Decemtoer,  1955* 

Pasteurisers  2 

Tutoerculin  tested  producer  1 

Tutoerculin  tested  distritoutors  2 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial 
Cream)  Act  1950;  'the  Borough  v/as  included  in  a Specified 
Area  with  effect  from  1st  March,  1955*  effect  is  to 

require  that  all  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  shall  toe  either 
tutoerculin  tested,  or  heat  treated  (i.e.  pasteurised  or 
sterilised) . 

Recent  years  have  seen  a toig  change  in  milk  distritoution 
in  the  Borough,  Several  producers  and  distritoutors  of  raw 
milk  have  closed  down,  and  the  Act  atoove  referred  to  has 
had  the  effect  of  completely  stopping  sale  of  raw  milk  in 
the  Borough. 

Some  may  regret  the  passing  of  small  independent 
tousinesses,  and  the  controlling  of  milk  supplies  toy  fewer 
and  larger  firms.  Others  may  deplore  the  increasing  sale 
of  "artificially  treated"  milk.  From  the  Putolic  Health 
view  point  however,  it  makes  a very  significant  milestone 
of  progress. 

It  is  perhaps  natural  that  Putolic  Health  Officers, 
who  almost  dail3'’  see  tubercular  cows  in  the  slaughterhouse, 
should  feel  strongly  on  this  subject.  There  can  toe  few  more 
sickening  thoughts  than  tliat  some  of  the  cows  seen  post- 
mortem suffering  from  a gross  generalised  tuberculosis  may 
for  months  before  slaughter  have  been  producing  milk  which 
may  have  been  consumed  raw  toy  children.  It  is  perhaps 
natural  that  Putolic  Health  Officers  should  feel  that  this 
consideration  transcends  all  others,  and  should  feel 
satisfaction  at  any  progress  in  tlie  direction  of  stopping 
it.  Perhaps  they  may  also  toe  excused  for  feeling  that 
the  subject  is  of  such  paramount  importance  and  the  risk 
so  great  that  all  milk.  Including  tutoerculin  tested  milk, 
will  eventually  legally  toe  required  to  toe  heat  treated. 

CONCLUSION 

It  is  customary  in  these  Reports  to  look  back  on  the 
year  under  review,  and  attempt  to  measure  the  progress  made. 
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This  is  always  difficult,  for  the  justification  of  the 
Public  Health  Service,  at  National,  County  or  Local  level, 
is  not  head-lines,  but  rather  the  absence  of  outstanding 
incident.  One  can  only  point  to  the  figures  which  reflect 
environmental  conditions,  such  as  the  infant  mortality 
rate  and  the  infectious  disease  statistics  and  say  that 
over  a period  they  show  a consistent  improvement. 

Reflecting  on  the  Report  preceding,  one  can  find  many 
causes  for  satisfaction.  The  abolition  of  unfit  houses  is 
proceeding  as  quickly  as  the  strained  housing  resources  and 
financial  position  of  the  Borough  and  Country  will  permit. 

The  provision  of  a piped  water  supply  and  proper  sanitary 
facilities  to  a considerable  number  of  houses  is  most 
gratifying.  The  milk  supply  of  the  Borough  is  becoming 
yearly  more  safe.  The  routine  da3^-to-day  work  behind  the 
scenes  too  is  not  without  significance.  Tor  instance  it 
will  be  noted  that  no  less  than  I30  complete  carcases  of 
cattle  and  2,003  of  carcases  or  organs,  and  3I  pig 

carcases  and  2,030  parts  of  carcases  or  organs  were 
diverted  from  human  consumption  because  of  conditions 
which  may  be  communicable  to  man.  It  is  estimated  that 
this  quantity  of  meat  would  supply  the  population  of 
Beccles  for  about  tlrree  months;  it  is  therefore  not  hard 
to  visualise  that  a great  deal  of  ill-health  maj^  have 
been  prevented  by  this  work. 

Some  matters  persist  which  continue  to  cause  anxiety  on 
Public  Health  grounds  - notably  the  Swimming  Pool  and  Se^vage 
Disposal  plant  - due  entirely  to  economic  conditions  follov/ing 
the  Vfar.  Taking  the  overall  picture  however,  there  is  much 
for  wliich  to  be  thankful  in  the  progress  made  during  the 
year  - a year  of  solid  if  unspectacular  advance. 

I would  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Comraittee  for  their  support  during 
the  year,  and  to  my  colleagues  for  the  help  and  advice  v/hich 
has  alwa:^s  been  made  unreservedly  available. 


E.  H.  CRMB/IER. 

Public  Health  Inspector, 


September,  1956* 
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